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COMMISSIONER: yee 


үт /Taylor. 
5 SA = STAHLHELM 

(The Commission convened at 1015 hours) 

MR, HAUFFE, & Witness, took the stand and testified as follows; 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 

Remind the witness that he is still under oath. (Witness 
reminded. ) 

Proceed with the cross examination. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY COL. GRIFFITH-JONES: 

Q. Witness, I want you to explain to me exactly what the SA Reserve 
consisted of? 

Ne The SA Reserve consisted of members of the Stehlhelm of the age 
of 35 to 45. I have made a mistake, I thought it was the Wehr Stahlhelm. 
It was first the Wehr then from ages 35 to 45 the SA Reserve I and it was 
planned to create an S^ Reserve IJ for men over #5 years of ape. 

Qe Perhaps you will remind me of what the Wehr consisted of? 

A. The Wehr consisted of the Stahlhelm Jung and the sport units of 
the Stahlhelm up to the age of 35 years. 

Qe What form of training did members of the Stahlhelm carry out? 
Was it exactly the same as the SA Training? Т am talking of after they 


came under the SA, 
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A. Yes, if you refer to that period than the training was the same 
as in the SA because we had no more authority over these units. 

Qe Can you give me an approximate figure for the strength of the SA 
reserve? 

there 

Ae In the whole Reich together /were about 590,000 transferred at 
that time into the SA. 

Qe Cen you tell me the strength of the SA Reserve? 

A. The whole strength of the SA Reserve according to information we 
had received by Roehm was about 500 men in the Reich. 

What dete was that? 

The transfer took place in January 1954, 

And it was at that date you say the SA Reserve numbered 500? 

Yese 

Were there, apart from the Stahlhelm and the Wehr Stahlhelm, 
there no other persons in the SA Reserve? 

Ae During the first period, No. La ter on, however, when the Stahl- 
helm was iiw. the SA itself sent some men into the reserves. 
These were the older men of the SA itself. 

Qe Did SA men on reaching the age of 35 automatically go into the 
SA Reserve? 

Ae I have no knowledge as to how they handled it at the SA. There 
was only one thing that was certain at that time and that was that the Wehr 
Stahlhelm members who have reached their 35th year automatically returned 
to their old Stahlhelm organization. If I may add something, the SA Reserve I 
was taken from the ranks of the SA, that is to say the older men were no 


longer called SA Reserve I but plainly SA Reserve. 
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Qe FE I want to ask you about another matter. Were there any 

decrees passed in order to transfer the Stehlhelm to the SA? 
Yes, 
Where were those decrees published? 

A. They were sent to the Lendsfuehrer by the usual official channels 
coming from the OSAF, that is the Supreme Command of the S^. 

Qe Perhaps you have not quite understood what I mean,when I speak of 
the decrees I do not mean orders issued by high commands, but I mean official 
decrees. 

A. As Hitler, besides being Supreme Commander of the SA, was Chief 
of the Government too all of his measures and decrees were at the same 
time official orders which were published in the papers as suche 

Qe Orders of that kind were issued, were they, in order to transfer 
the Stahlhelm to the SA? 

A. X Yes. 

Qe Now those orders did not, did they, lay down that all members = 
individual members of the Stahlhelm, - should become members of the SA? 

Ae If the regulations could be applied to the individual men, that 
is if this individual man was between the two age limits of 35 and 45, than 
he was automatically transferred from the Stahlhelm to the Reserve without 


taking any action himself. 


О. There was nothing to prevent anybody who did not wish to transfer 


from resigning? 
Ae 1% was practically impossible to resign from the 5А, 
О. You yourself resigned, did you not? 


Ae Т have never joined the SA. 
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Qe But you were a member of the Stahlhelm when the Stahlhelm was 
transferred to the SA? 

Ae Yes, but you mst not get mixed up = only those men who were 
between 35 and 45 have been tra nsferred to form the SA I, the others re- 
mained in the old organization under the leadership of Seldte, tho old 
Stahlhelm organization. 

Qe And the old Stahlhelm organization continued to exist? 

A. It continued to exist until the summer of 1935, 

And what happened to it then? 

Then it was dissolved by decree of Hitler. 

It iê not quite clear as to what the old Stahlhelm consisted of? 

It consisted of such of our commands as were over 45 and of such 
as had not been able to enter the SA Reserve I because of illness or because 
they were too much taken up with their professional organization. 

Q. And they were never transferred to the SA? 

А, Мо, 

Оо Well, now coming back to those who were not the old Stahlhelm, 
you yourself were a ember of the Stahlhelm and resigned from it on its 
transfer to the SA? 


А, I was a Landsfuehrer of the Saxonia Stahlhelm and I have never 


joined the SA Reserve I and I have always remained a member of the Stahlhelm 


until it was dissolved. 

Qe Yes, and any other member of the Stahlhelm could have done the 
same thing? 

Ae In so far as the comrades were within the limits of age between 
$5 and 45 years they had to join the SA according to the orders which wore 


given oute 
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Yes, but you yourself did not join the SA? 

I was a leader and I wes over 45 years of ege. 

Were you over 45 years of age in 19343 

Yes, I am 59 today. 

What was there to prevent members of the Stahlhelm under 35 years 
of age resigning when the Stahlhelm was transferred to the SA in 1934? 

Ae From the very moment on when the orders came out that the SA 
Reserve I wes to be integrated it became very difficulty and even very 
dangerous for any member of the Stahlhelm to resign their duties, because 
it was thought they would be shrinking their duties. 

Q. When you say difficult, what kind of difficulties do you mean? 

Ae If a comrade would shirk this duty he would immediately come under 
the close watch and control of the organization. 

Qe Apart from that there was no obstacle? 

A. Мо, it was the threat of a boycott against all those who did not 
accept these measures. 

Qe Now, you told us yesterday that you personall y did not дихи go 
over to the SA because you disapproved of it and you wanted to set an 
example to others. Who were the others, the comrades you call thems who 
were they you referred to? 

Ae All the members of the Stehlhelm. 


Qe Both those over and under 35 years of age? 


Ae Yes. There was, as I already pointed out, a possibility for those 


under 45 to get out of the transfer into the SA either by producing a medical 
certificate or by proving that they were too much taken up with their pro- 


fessional organizations, but that remained for only a very few cases. 
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0. But you were also setting an example to members of the Stahlhelm 
who were under 357 

he Yes, because these members according to the rules and regulations 
were entitled to remain members of the Stahlhelm and attend the monthly 
meetings of these organization. 

Qe But I understood you to say that members of the Stahlhelm who 
were under 35 had no alternative but to join the Stahlhelm? 

Ae No, it is correct that they had no alternative but to join the 
SA but according to the first regulations that had come out they were still 
entitled to remain in the old organization and attend the monthly meetings. 
May I add something. For us this regulation when it came out was quite 


clear to be meant only to deceive those young men because they wanted them 


to transfer over to the SA and later on this regulationg was dropped all 


together. 

Qe So that you wanted to set an example to them and also to encourage 
them also to resign and follow you as you said? 

А, No, before all we wanted to maintain their conviction because we 
were convinced а t that time that one day or the other we should be able = 
together with the Wehrmacht - to overthrow the regime. 

Qe I want to ask you about that, can you tell me quite shortly what 
it was about the regime of which you so deeply disapproved? 

Ae The totalairian claims of the Party; the taking awey of all the 
rights of the citizens of the State; the forcing of the whole people into 
obedience. We old ex-service men were mortified that we were simply passed 
over in our claims which were quite legal’ and were on a merely democratic 


basis; we wanted to use only legal means. 
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О. It was apparent to everybody, wasn't it, that the Nazi Party were 
depriving citizens of their ordinary rights and that they were forcing 
people into obedience by force? 

yes. 

Did you also disapprove of their policy in respect to the Jews? 

We disapproved completely of the Party's policy against the Jews. 

Did you also disapprove of the system of the Gestapo and the con- 
centration camps that were set up? 

Ae We disapproved of those measures in the strongest way and may it 
be said that we members of the Stahlhelm have very often been just the 


victims of the Gestapo and concentration camps. 


Qe And those systems of the Gestapo and concentration camps were 


well known to exist? 

Yes. It was known. 

That part did the SA gmap pley in the Nazi system? 

After 1933 the part played by the SA was rather limited. There is 
no doubt that Roehm wanted to form from the ranks of the SA the Wehrmacht for 
Hitler. This may be seen very clearly from the speech Roehm made at Freidrike 
Rotha, where he said the following; The Wehrmacht has committed high treason 
and has to be removed, it is the SA man who is the future soldier of the Third 
Reich. 

0. Let me ask you more specifically about certain matters of the SA 
Party. Did the SA take an active pert in the persecution of the Jews? 

Ae I have no knowledge of particular examples but I know the SA 
always furnished the room protection and that wherever the Perty manifested 


a movement the SA was there to protect the party. 
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Qe Did they assist in the Nazi policy of suppressing religious services 
by interfering with priests and church services? 

A. There again I can not recall specific examples but I may say I have 
known S^ men who were altogether in favor of the church and did not xkkmmpk 
take part in what the Party organized against the church. 

о. But it was generally known that the SA as an organization did all 
they could to interfere with the work of the churches in Germany? 

А» There is no doubt that later on the SA was kx an executive organ 
of the Party. 

Qe When you say later on, do you mean throughout the years from 1934 to 
the beginning of the war? 

Ne Yes, as from 1935. 

Qe And that they were an exscutive of the party Was again apparent and 
generally recognized by everybody; is that not so? 

A. Yes. Everybody could see that. May І add something to that point. 
After the Р utsch of диле 30, 1934, at least at first, the importance of the 
SA was strongly diminished. 

Qe Did they recover themself? 

A. The Chief of Staff Lutze has done everything later on to give the 
SA its old importance. 

Qe As an executive organ of the Party, did the SA generally cooperate 
with the SD and the Gestapo? 

Ae No. Later on even there were scarcer correct relations between those 
two branches. No intimate relations anyhow. 


О. Т want to ask you a word about the SA training after 1934. It was 


in effect military training, was it not? 
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Ae Most of the time it was Wehr sport training. 

Q. Wehr sport training quite obviously designed as elementary mili- 
tary training? | 

А, As Аг as І know, we must not forget I have not taken part in this 
exercise of the SA. Primary emphasis was given to the physical instruction 
first of alle There were exercises to get familiar with the open field and 


there were exercises as permitted officially of shooting with small caliber. 


Qe Yj need not worry about that because we know the details. 
4 


Ae For an old soldier all these exercises were not to be taken 
seriously. They had something innocent end even ridiculous for use 
NO further questions. 
COMMISSIONER: 
MR. Klefisch, do you have any redirect examination. 
KLEFISCH: 
I have only & few questions. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. KLEFISCH: 

Qe There has been a question as to the strength of the Stahlhelm as 
it was transferred in 1934 to the SA. Furthermore it has been stated that 
the Wehr Stahlhelm has been transferred as a whole, How many members had 
the Wehr Stahlhelm? 

he The number of Wehr Stehlhelm members is the same, or ebout the 
same, as the number of men in the SA Reserve Мо, I, meaning half a million. 

Qe That means that all the Stahlhelm members have been transferred 
into the SA Reserve I? 


А. Yes, 
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Q. That means that altogether one million of Stahlhelm members have 
been transferred into the SA, is that true? 

А» Yes. It is correct that the Wehr Stahlhelm together with the SA 
was about one million. 

Qe The Colonel has asked about the orders and decrees by which the 
transfor was arranged. Could you state exactly one or the most important 
decree dealing with the transfer? 

А, The Jung Stahlhelm on June 21, 1955 and the Wehr Stahlhelm in the 
late Autumn of 1933. The SA reserve I was reported as transferred by an 
official report of Roehm to Hitler in the Kaiserhof, Berlin on January 22 or 
23, 1934. 

Qe Do you know of the official order or decree dealing with that 
particular transfer in January 1954? 


A. Yes. It was published several days later, I think on January 25 


о. Мез it the opinion of your circles that by this decree the transfer 
of the SA Reserve I had become effective automatically? 

Ae Yese 

Qe Furthermore, the Colonel has asked what the Stahlhelm consisted of 
after 1934. The witness has answered that it was composed of the older 
members of the Stahlhelm over 45. I ask now whether the transferred Kern 
Stahlhelm members of the nucleus of the Stahlhelm did not belong to this 
Stahlhelm? 


Ae I have already stated that both the Wehr Stahlhelm and the SA 


Reserve I were entitled to remain members of the Stahlhelm at the same time. 


XX Later on the Party, that is the SA, has broken these agreements. 


Qe But it is not correct that the members of the Kern Stahlhelm, that 
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is the Stahlhelm members aged from 35 to 45, remained members of the 
Stahlhelm? 
Ae According to the orders that were issued, automatically. 
Qe That means that they continued to belong to the Stahlhelm? 
Yese 
Only опе more question as to the possibility of resigning. You 
stated, Witness, that members that resigned were boycotted? 
yes. 
Do you know that according to the organization charter of the SA 

a resignation was impossible? 

Ae Yes. 

Qe Do you know the wording of this regulation? 

Ae On page 14 of this charter one can read that the oath of allegiance 
sworn by the SA maxx binds a man for his whole life with the Fuehrer and 
makes resignation impossible. 

0. But what happened if somebody filed an application to resign from 
the SA? 

Ae If the application was based on good reasons of health and it 
was justified by these reasons, then the appliant could get his discharge. 

О. What happened if there were no medical reasons? 

Ae Either he was severdy admonished and the application was done away 


with in that way, or he was expelled from the SA because this application 


for discharge was considered an act of opposition against the Party. 


Qe Did one not distrust especially the applications for discharge 


of transferred Stahlhelm members? 
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nucleus of opposition against the P arty. 


Qe Was the exclusion from the S^ possibly accompanied by loss of the 


job as official or of the economical existence in a general way? 

Ae Yes, I have heard a decree of the Landesverbanden of the year of 
1935 in which it is stated that any one who was expelled from the SA could 
not have a job in a community of the State. 

BY COL. GRIFFITH-JONES: 
What do you mean by community of the State? 
In a locality of the State. 
By State do you mean the German State or a State? 
Here is mentioned only the State in the more restricted sense. 
is only the State of Hanover. 
Perhaps you will read the translation once again, 

Ae It is a decree of the Landesverbanden of the year of 1935 and 
according to which an SA man that has been expelled from the SA can not 
have an official job in a locality of the State (of Hanover). 

BY MR. KLEFISCH: 

Q.  Kowamrtkxkhers Have there been many cases in which resigned SA 
men have been endangered strongly or even have lost their economical 
existence? 

Such cases have existed in all of the Landesverbanden. 


Have there been arrests in connection with resignations from 


Yes, 
Many arrests? 


In the one letter written by the Bundesliquidator gruss, 500 
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Stahlhelm members have been mentioned which were under arrest. 

Q. Isn't it correct that the Stahlhelm members tho had been transferred 
into the SA did on this reason not dare any more to file an application 
for discharge. 

A. Yes. The individual which hed the fear that they would lose their 
profession and very existence were so seared of the terror that they did not 
dare file an application any more. 

Qe One more last question. You have testified that both the Kern 
Stahlhelm and the Wehr Stahlhelm had received a promise at firth first that 
they were to maintain their automony within the ranks of the S^, Have not 
there been official regulations or decrees which prohibited all interferences 
in the internal matters of the Stahlhelm by the SA and the NSDAP? 

A. Yes. There is an order by the OSAF (Supreme Command of the SA) 
according to which the SA, SS and the NSDAP should refrain from interfering 
into interior matters of the Bund. 

Qe And all these regulations and orders have not been respected? 

Ae We were always under the impression that all these regulations and 


decrees that were issued had only one meaning and that was to slowly kill the 


old Bund. We never trusted these decrees. We just saw a means of deceiving 


in theme Every new decree broke a piece of the old building of the Stahlhelm 
Bund. We had no support from our Bundsfuehrer Seldte. All these regulations 
were only steps and passages on the sad way of the Stahlhelm We have 
opposed this aggression with all our might. We remained in the Hund in the 
belief that one day the Wehrmacht would join us. In that way the history 

of the Stahlhelm eventually turned into a kxxrimckrex4mry tragedy and the 


Wehrmacht has gone the same way later оп, 
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BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
Any more cross examination. 
BY COL. GRIFFITH-JONES: 
No. 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
The witness will be excused. 
Er. Klefisch, do you have some more witnesses. 
BY MR. KLEFISCH: 
I have only one more witness and I have arranged with Col. Neave 


yesterday that I might be permitted to choose one of the three remaining 


witnesses. Yesterday one member was to come from Berlin but he has not 
165 
arrived yet. The question now/is the second witness to be questioned 


right now or may he be questioned this afternoon? 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
We would like to proceed after the recess on-en-oxaminevien if 
it is possible. 
BY MR, KLEFISCH: 
Yes. Thank you. 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
The commission will recess. 


(Commission recessed at 1130 
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The foregoing is а true end correct trenscript of the testimony 


of MA RTIN HAUFFE, taken on 17 July 1946. 
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I have only < fow quostic 


T) BINT m nr 


TY Kn ^T 
Lk m 1. d. 2a Y. ка ته کے ا س‎ TION 
KI MT QATT 


МА ЮКА 5 


г quostion as 


S,chlholai c was transfo rrod in 1954 to 


ма been stated that tho Wehr Stahlholn 


Ok 
Purthernore 


Doon tronsferrod 


Жр 4 c йй ‚ 7 

How LUN у reri»omrgs 4 
117%, 
CaNT 


gnout as the number пеп in tho S4 Reserve No, 1, 


moaning half a million, 


пошэөрз heve been 
transferred into the 


that altogether 
een ‘tronsfcrred 


It is correct Wehr S¢chlheln together 


cout one 


Tho Colonel hes out the ordors and decrees Эу 
which the tronsfer was arranged, Could you state exactly ono с 
the most important decreo dealing with the transfer? 
f The Jung Stchlholu on Juno 21, tto Wehr 


ate лоб of 1955. The SA rosorva I was 


Ss trunsferrod Бу an o*Ticial report of Roehl» to Hitler 


the Kcisorhof, Berlin on Januar 


Q Do you know of tho or docoroo docling 
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with 


it the 
the transfer of tho 
ally? 
los, 
Purthornuor 


" NET 
Ф 


- e. 


^ 


in Jonucry 


1 sevoral 


opinion of 


t 


your 


SA Reserve + kad 


е, the Colonel is 


ef the older 


now whether 


cs brokon thoso agr 


EN 
Q but 


v 


not correc: 


с а 44 Жз 


D ucuailllio 


0:121 8 


41 
i^o 
Ul. U 


cericntss, 


thet the 


ТТТ 


Cecree 


CUGOLLOGId= 


ask 


the nucleus 


+” 


the Корп 





17 July 19h6-DW-1 


is the Stahlhelm members а ей from 


Lhccorcing to the aders that. wereissucd, 


That means that they continued to belong 


Yes. 


Only cne more questian as t. 


have just 


| know that accordin, 
ion was impossible? 
know tho wording ci 
е 14 of this charter 
sworn by the Sa binds a man for 
gnation impossible. 


But what happened if some 


application was based 


justified by these reasons, then the 


stated, Witness, that members that resignec 


ALS т 


"hole life with the Fuchrer 


i. 


-0 
to lb, remained members of theStahlhelm? 
automatically. 
tc the Stahlheln? 


the possibility cf resigning. You 


m^» 


were boycotted? 


to the orcanization charter of the SA 


chis regulation? 


oath 


ono can roa? that the of allegiance 


and makes 


ly filec an application to 


n good of health and 


reasons 


applicant could get his diseharge 


What hap ened if there werc no medical reasons? 


f 


A Hither he was sevorcly admonished anc the applicaticn was cone away 


with in that way, or he was охре11с` from the Sû because this apvlication for 


Cischarge was considered an act of с position against the Fartye 


Lic one not distrust especially the applications for 


transferred Stahlhelm members? 


Because the Stahlhelm was considered asain and л: 


nucleus of opposition against the Partye 


Was the exclusion from the SA possibly accompanied by loss 


job as official or of the economical existence in a general way 


А — Yos, I have hard a decree of the Landesverbanden the усаг of 


1935 in which it is stated thet anyone who was expelled from the SA coui? not 


have ajob in the cammunity of the state, 





vi 


What do you mean by community of the State? 

In a locality of the St2tce 

By State do you mean the Gorman State or a State? 

Herc is mentioned only the State in the more restricted sense. Неге 

only the State cf Honcvore 

Forhapys you will read the translation once againe 

It is adecroe of the Landesverbanden of the year of 193b an? accor- 
ding to which an Sû man that has been expelled from the SA can not have an 
official job in a locality cf the State (of Hancvcr). 
BY Mi. KLE ! 

Have there be many cases in which resignec Si men have been en- 
‘angered strongly or even have lost their econcmical existence? 

Such cases have existed in all of the Lancesverbancene 


Have there 


YoSe 
Many arrests? 


1 


In the one letter written by the Bundesliquicstor gruss, 500 
Stahlhelm members have becn mentioned which were uncer arreste 


Isn't it correct that theStahlhclm members who hac been transferred 


into tho SA did for this reason not care any more to file an application for 


Yes. The individual which hac the fear tha 
profession and very existence were so scared of the terror that they cic not 
darc file an application any more, 

One morelast questione You have testified that both the Kern Stahl- 
helm anc the Wehr Staklhclm had received a promise at first that they were to 
maintain their autonomy within the ranks of the SA. Have not there been 
official regulations or decrees which prohibited all interferences in the 
internal matters of the Stahlhelm by the SA and the NSDAP? 

А Yese There is an order by the OSAF (Supreme Command of the Si) 
acéorcing to which the SA, SS andthe NSDAP shoul. refrain from interfering 


into interior matters of the Bunce 


2686 
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And all these regulations an? orders have not been ros; ected? 
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We were always under the impression that all these regulations and 


1 


Soerces that мего issued hac only one meaning anc tit was to sicwiy kill the 
là Bunde We never trusted these decrecse We just saw a means cf deceiving 
in theme Every new decree breke а piece of the olc building of the Stahlhelm 
Bund. We had no support from our Bundsfuchrer Selite» 1. these rogulati.ns 
were cnly steps and passageways on the sad day of the St»hlhelu. i.e have 
od this aggression with 211 our might, We remained in the Bund in the 
belief that one day the Wehrmacht would join us. In that way the 
of the Stahlhelm eventally turned into & zedy anc the Wehrmacht 
the same way later on, 
BY THE COM ISSIONER: 
Апу more cross examinations? 
COL, GRIFFITH JONES: 
Noe 
i ISSIONER: 
witness will be excusede 
Klefisch, до you have some more witnesses? 


KLEPISCHs 


1 25 2 


have only one more witness and I have arran ed with Col. Neave yester= 


zt I might be permitted to choo8e one of the three remaining uitnesses. 


Yosterday one member was to come fron Berlin but he has not arrived yete The 


question now is, is the second witness to be questioned rizat now or may 
be questioned this afternoon? 
THE COMMISSIONER: 


would like to proceed after the recess if it 1 possi ble. 


youe 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
The commission will re 


(à commission recessed at 1130 hours) 
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The foregoing is a true an? correct transcript of thetostinony of 


17 July 19h6-nMR-lh 


MRRTIN HAUFE, taken on 17 July 19/6» 


Evelyn iie Roberts 
Reporter 


боо» Re Taylor 
Commissioner 





